
Dear Environmental Justice and Racism Team,

My name is _________________________________, and I live in  _______________. I am writing to you today because 
despite everyone in Canada having the right to a healthy environment, as affirmed by the federal government in 2023, 
Indigenous, racially and ethnically-minoritized communities, newcomers and gender-diverse people, disabled and low 
income people across Canada continue to face a higher burden of exposure to environmental hazards, including pollution 
and climate change-related impacts. 

In 2024, the Government of Canada recognized that we have an environmental racism problem with the passing of Bill 
C-226. This fall, we expect the government to release a strategy outlining how you will go about addressing these serious
issues. In light of this, I’m sharing why this issue matters personally to me and what solutions I hope to see represented in
the final strategy.

_ _ / _ _ / _ _ _ _

In my own life, I’ve seen, experienced, learned and/or am concerned about the impacts of environmental racism in the 
following ways:

In my view, the most urgent actions the federal government should take to address environmental racism are:

My hope is we work towards a Canada where we actualize just and healthy environments for all, across all the spaces we 
spend time in. For my community and communities I care about, bringing this vision to life would look like:



Sincerely,

Full Name

Street Address, including postal code

With respect to the draft strategy, I endorse the below recommendations to strengthen the strategy and Canada’s approach 
towards addressing environmental racism and environmental health inequities in Canada:

1. Federal funding for community-led environmental justice education and research

Advancing environmental justice requires long-term investment in the communities most affected by environmental harms. 
Frontline communities, Indigenous nations, grassroots organizations, and researchers need stable, multi-year federal 
funding to carry out community-engaged environmental justice work. This should include dedicated support for 
community-led research and biomonitoring in impacted areas. Communities must have the resources to lead their own 
monitoring efforts and govern their own health data through a data sovereignty approach. Funding should also support 
community-led education, knowledge mobilization, and public awareness initiatives that build long-term local capacity to 
advance environmental justice.

2. Establish a federal agency dedicated to researching and addressing environmental health inequities
Advancing environmental justice requires a permanent, adequately resourced agency with a clear mandate and long-term 
accountability that cannot be easily dismantled or deprioritized by future governments. Without consistent national data 
and oversight, it is not possible to design effective, evidence-informed policies that address environmental harms faced by 
racialized and marginalized communities, particularly with respect to intersectional and cumulative impacts. This agency 
should be established through a durable governance mechanism that protects environmental justice commitments from 
political change and supports long-term implementation, ongoing community engagement, and accountability for progress.

3. Release annual accountability reports on environmental justice progress
Currently, the government is only required to share progress reports every five years, which is too infrequent given the 
urgency of environmental health harms. Annual reporting would improve transparency, allow for more timely course 
correction, and ensure that communities affected by pollution and environmental injustice can track progress and 
meaningfully contribute to policy direction as conditions and evidence evolve. Reports should include progress against 
publicly available targets, implementation timelines, and outcome indicators so communities can assess whether 
commitments are translating into meaningful change.

4. Create a mandatory Environmental Justice Analysis tool across all federal departments
Modelled after the existing gender-based analysis framework that is currently used by the government, this tool would 
require all federal departments to assess the environmental justice implications of policies, programs, and investments, 
including cumulative environmental, health, and social impacts. It would ensure that environmental equity considerations 
are integrated into decision-making across government. This also requires aligning federal economic and development 
funding with environmental justice outcomes, rather than continuing to subsidize high-polluting industries that 
disproportionately harm marginalized communities. The Environmental Justice Analysis tool would also assess cumulative 
environmental, health, and social impacts, recognizing that communities experience the combined effects of multiple 
pollution sources, historical exposures, and systemic inequities rather than isolated projects or decisions.

This letter was crafted as part of a 
national campaign led by Shake Up 
The Establishment.
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Learn more, get involved, and support 
our work at shakeuptheestab.org

5. Improve access to clear and accountable information and reporting pathways 
for communities

Communities need simple, accessible, and well-communicated pathways to 
engage with the correct government bodies. This includes clear jurisdictional 
guidance, defined service standards for response times, and better use of 
trusted communication channels to share information about environmental 
hazards, product safety, and reporting options. Information should be available 
in multiple languages and accessible formats to reduce barriers to participation. 
Many communities currently lack accessible information and support, which 
undermines trust and limits action. Dedicated federal staff should also be 
available to support communities through reporting and complaints processes, 
ensuring concerns are directed appropriately and followed up in a timely and 
transparent way. Government departments should also publish service 
standards, response times, and performance metrics so communities can 
monitor whether concerns are being addressed promptly and consistently.
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