
 

Shake Up The Establishment’s Feedback 
on the Draft 2026-2029 Federal 
Sustainable Development Strategy 
 

About Shake Up The Establishment and Our Feedback 
Shake Up The Establishment (SUTE) is a national, intersectional environmental and climate justice 
organization committed to building a more just, equitable and sustainable future in Canada. Through 
research, policy work, capacity building and community partnerships, SUTE helps bridge the gap between 
communities, decision makers and institutions. Our interdisciplinary team works across issues such as 
environmental and climate justice, environmental health, civic engagement, and social equity. We 
collaborate with diverse communities and organizations to advance systemic change, strengthen 
democratic engagement and support evidence-informed policies that improve collective wellbeing. 
 
The feedback contained within this submission is in response to the questions in the online form being 
utilized by Environment and Climate Change Canada to provide feedback on the 2026-2029 Federal 
Sustainable Development Strategy. Members of our Policy and Research Team have conducted a 
line-by-line analysis of the Draft Strategy, and we have thus organized our feedback by each Chapter of the 
Draft Strategy and addressed each point to the relevant Goal, Target or Implementation Strategy. This 
feedback is intended to support the Minister of Environment, Climate Change and Nature in developing the 
Strategy to ensure it meets the present and future needs of communities and ecosystems across the 
country. 
 
Our team is open to further connecting with the government to share our insights and ensure that the 
Federal Sustainable Development Strategy is developed in a way that is intersectional and just. Should the 
government wish to connect with members of our team, or if there are any questions regarding our 
submission, please contact research@shakeuptheestab.org.   
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Please select the category that best describes how you will 
be responding:  

​ Individual  

​ Representative of the business sector  

​ Representative of a labour organization  

​ Representative of an Indigenous organization or government  

​ Representative of a non-governmental organization  

​ Representative of a provincial/territorial government  

​ Representative of a municipal government  

​ Prefer not to answer  

​ Other 
 

Before this consultation, had you previously heard of 
sustainable development? 

​ Yes, have heard of sustainable development 

​ No, have not heard of sustainable development 

​ ​Don’t know 
 

Before this consultation, had you previously heard of the 
Federal Sustainable Development Strategy? 

​ Yes, have heard of the FSDS 

​ No, have not heard of the FSDS 

​ Don’t know 
 

Do you have any comments on the draft FSDS goals?  
Examples include which goals are important to you, should be removed, or can be 
improved 
 

Chapter 1:  
●​ For Goal 1.1, the federal government highlights that “trust in institutions tends to be lower among 

persons with disabilities, 2SLGBTQI+ people, Indigenous peoples, and those living in rural areas,” 
but fails to implement actions that tangibly address the needs of each of these communities. 
Presently, the Strategy only acknowledges injustices faced by Black and Indigenous communities 
as a result of racism in the justice system. The government must ensure that they are addressing 
injustices faced by other racialized communities as a result of discrimination in the justice system.   
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●​ In Goal 1.1, the federal government acknowledges that public distrust is exacerbated by the 

feeling of one’s voice not being heard, but fails to include concrete actions to address this within 
their Implementation strategies. This issue also goes beyond simply feeling like our voices are not 
being heard. In our experience submitting policy briefs, feedback, concerns, and recommendations 
to the federal government, we rarely see our perspectives reflected in policy development (see this 
example from Budget 2025). There needs to be further accountability targets and mechanisms for 
ensuring that community needs actually inform policy development and implementation. 

●​ For Goal 1.1, the language regarding how “Canadians should be encouraged to improve their 
digital literacy” is weak. The Government of Canada has the critical responsibility to enhance 
digital literacy of all residents of Canada as it is a broader social and civic issue, not just an 
individual skill problem. There is a need for clarity on what kinds of services the government is 
planning and able to offer to support older generations and communities that face barriers to 
accessing technology and digital media, including those in rural and remote communities, those 
who are low-income, people with disabilities, and more.  

●​ Overall, Goal 1.2 feels exclusionary, as it fails to acknowledge how discrimination, exclusion, and 
racism are major drivers of the lack of belonging felt by many individuals from marginalized 
communities in Canada. This includes the racism and discrimination experienced in public 
institutions like schools, the workplace, and while completing routine errands, like shopping in 
retail stores. Promoting and encouraging diversity without ensuring meaningful inclusion, 
empowerment, wellness, and safety of systemically marginalized groups perpetuates the 
discrimination and violence that these communities experience. It is unfair to ask equity-denied 
communities to integrate and fully participate in Canadian society without addressing safety 
concerns in the environments in which they live, work, and play.  

●​ We are excited to see “funding of research in arts and culture” included as a part of Goal 1.2, 
especially as the present trend of austerity budgets, particularly at the provincial level, is resulting 
in funding cuts for arts and culture programming. For example, the 2026 provincial budget for  
Nova Scotia included about $130 million in reductions to discretionary grants, with arts and 
culture among the sectors most affected. Several museums and tourist information centers were 
directly impacted by these reductions. 

●​ Regarding Goal 1.3, along with lowering inflation, the federal government must take concrete 
action to lower the cost of living to adequately address the affordability crisis. Even though 
inflation has moderately been on a downward trend in 2026, the costs of housing, groceries, rent, 
and other necessities have continued to skyrocket, disproportionately burdening low-income 
households, youth, and renters. The affordability crisis is worsening, and the government should 
not allow for inflation improvements to distract from how people – especially low-income and food 
insecure households – are struggling to afford transportation, medicines, food, and housing. As 
unemployment in Canada continues to rise, the federal government needs to reform employment 
insurance (EI) to ensure low-income households can access vital EI benefits to help them afford 
basic necessities. As well, wage stagnation coupled with the rising cost of living, precarious 
employment, and the widening wage gap between high and mid-lower households are all structural 
issues contributing to the affordability crisis, and must be better reflected as a part of the Targets 
and Implementation strategies related to Goal 1.3.   

Shake Up The Establishment ​ ​ ​ ​ Federal Sustainable Development Strategy - 3 

https://substack.com/@shakeuptheestab/p-178204062
https://substack.com/@shakeuptheestab/p-178204062
https://www.oecd.org/content/dam/oecd/en/publications/reports/2023/02/open-government-scan-of-canada_10e7c4e4/1290a7ef-en.pdf
https://cjc.utppublishing.com/doi/10.22230/cjc.2019v44n2a3491
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/41838931/
https://sencanada.ca/en/sencaplus/opinion/canadas-digital-divide-hurts-indigenous-and-rural-communities-senator-klyne/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/barriers-to-digital-equity-acorn-canada-report-low-income-families-1.5244339
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/barriers-to-digital-equity-acorn-canada-report-low-income-families-1.5244339
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/11-627-m/11-627-m2025029-eng.htm
https://sshrc-crsh.canada.ca/society-societe/community-communite/ifca-iac/evidence_briefs-donnees_probantes/ksg_evidence_briefs/pdf/SSHRC_KSG_Evidence_Brief_Falkenberg_E.pdf
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/daily-quotidien/240516/dq240516b-eng.htm
https://doi.org/10.1177/21533687251341274
https://doi.org/10.1177/21533687251341274
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/nova-scotia/finance-minister-won-t-say-if-economic-impact-analysis-was-done-on-arts-and-culture-cuts-9.7127562
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/nova-scotia/finance-minister-won-t-say-if-economic-impact-analysis-was-done-on-arts-and-culture-cuts-9.7127562
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/nova-scotia/finance-minister-won-t-say-if-economic-impact-analysis-was-done-on-arts-and-culture-cuts-9.7127562
https://www.bankofcanada.ca/rates/indicators/capacity-and-inflation-pressures/inflation/
https://cupe.ca/inflation-hitting-workers-where-it-matters-most
https://cupe.ca/inflation-hitting-workers-where-it-matters-most
https://policyoptions.irpp.org/2023/11/affordability-inflation/
https://policyoptions.irpp.org/2023/11/affordability-inflation/
https://policyoptions.irpp.org/2023/11/affordability-inflation/
https://irpp.org/research-studies/ei-failing-stress/
https://irpp.org/research-studies/ei-failing-stress/
https://irpp.org/research-studies/ei-failing-stress/
https://policyoptions.irpp.org/2026/02/cost-anxiety/
https://policyoptions.irpp.org/2026/02/cost-anxiety/


 
●​ To strengthen the income supports implicated in advancing Goal 1.3, we recommend the 

government implements a non-regression principle, similar to what is included in the Right to a 
Healthy Environment Implementation Framework, to ensure that financial supports only increase, 
rather than allowing partisan conflicts to lead to cancellation or reduction of these supports. We 
ask that the government also include the provision of a Universal Basic Income to help address 
poverty across the country.  

●​ The Canada Learning Bond, referenced as a tool to advance Goal 1.3, has a maximum offering of 
$2000. As provincial governments across the country cut additional supports that helped 
students afford post-secondary education, students and families will need much more than $2000 
of government support to be able to access post-secondary education programs. As well, 
government post-secondary financial supports need to extend to trade and internship programs.  

●​ In Goal 1.4, alongside “giving equity-deserving groups the support they need to fully participate in 
Canada’s economic, social, environmental, and cultural life,” the government must ensure that 
equity-deserving groups are able to participate in political and decision-making processes.  

●​ While Goal 1.4 “collecting and analyzing information about different communities separately to 
better understand their unique needs” is a step in the right direction, data collection and analysis 
funded by the government should be community-led, to ensure this is a just process. 

●​ While we appreciate the government’s commitment to providing supports for victims and survivors 
of gender-based violence, we are concerned about the government’s desire to address distrust in 
law enforcement, as well as naming the RCMP as a federal body responsible for carrying out the 
Implementation strategies. Law enforcement frequently undermines victims of domestic and 
gender-based violence, or are perpetrators themselves. This is particularly evident in the context 
of missing and murdered Indigenous women in Canada, where systemic failures, including those 
by the RCMP, have contributed to a crisis of violence. There is a well documented history of the 
RCMP being perpetrators of gender-based violence, particularly towards Indigenous women and 
girls. Thus, it would be incredibly inappropriate for the RCMP to be responsible for advancing the 
Targets of Goal 1.5. The wording of this Goal needs to better implicate the systemic harms of 
institutions rather than placing the blame and responsibility on impacted communities and 
individuals.  

●​ For the wording of Goal 1.6, we recommend that the government use the terminology “ongoing 
colonialism” to acknowledge how deeply integrated colonialism is in Western government 
systems.  

●​ The role of partnerships with Indigenous communities and Indigenous-led solutions to advance 
reconciliation and the prosperity of Indigenous communities must play a more central role in the 
framing of Goal 1.6. We ask that the government be more transparent about how Indigenous 
perspectives informed the development of the Goal, Targets, and Implementation strategies. To 
truly advance reconciliation, the needs, concerns, and perspectives of Indigenous communities 
must guide the Goal. 

●​ The framing of Goal 1.6 must reject the colonial framing of Indigenous economies as tools for 
Canada’s economic growth. Instead, it should affirm Indigenous sovereignty as a standalone 
priority, recognizing that these economies are not extensions of the federal government but 
independent systems that sustain cultural survival, ecological health, and community resilience.  
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●​ The current framing of Goal 1.7 perpetuates the stigma surrounding the drug and opioid epidemic 

that Canada is experiencing. The framing of the Goal, as well as the Targets and Implementation 
strategies, should be restructured to better address underlying causes of “illegal drug use” 
including social determinants of health like poverty and unequal healthcare, as well as focusing on 
decriminalization and harm reduction policies that reduce stigma, and will ultimately better meet 
the needs of those impacted. Alongside this, the government should also focus on strengthening 
physical and mental health supports and social service partners so they can more effectively 
support folks struggling with chronic illnesses, substance-use issues, and more.  

●​ While we are glad that the government mentions harm reduction, stigma, and public health 
approaches in Goal 1.7, we believe that these focuses should precede the information about the 
fentanyl czar and border control in order to align with the prioritization of solutions and the 
ordering of the Implementation strategies.  

 

Chapter 2:  
●​ Goal 2.1 is not ambitious enough long-term. The government needs to be focused on taking action 

that progresses us far beyond a “low-carbon economy” and actually achieves a no-carbon/net-zero 
economy in a timely manner. As it currently stands, Canada is not on track to meet its goal of 
net-zero by 2050, and there continues to be a widening gap between current emissions and the 
2030 Emissions Reductions Plan target. To rectify this, the federal government needs to rapidly 
implement stronger policies to reduce emissions.   

●​ The title of Goal 2.1 is troublesome. Rather than focusing on “productivity,” the federal 
government should be transitioning its focus to the health and biodiversity of ecosystems and the 
health and wellbeing of communities across the country.  

●​ While the government acknowledges that “greenhouse gas emissions per dollar have been cut 
almost in half,” greenhouse gas emissions are not being reduced at a fast enough rate to meet 
our nationally determined contributions (NDCs) under the Paris Agreement. Canada is currently on 
track to miss the low number of our 2030 emissions reduction goal by 6%, which sets us even 
further behind in trying to achieve our targets for 2035 and beyond. The government must 
prioritize more stringent emissions reductions strategies to ensure we meet these targets, even if 
it results in negative impacts to our economic status. Canada can establish itself as a “global 
energy superpower” by rapidly transitioning away from fossil fuels and focusing on 
lower/non-emitting energy sources, which would also put us back on track to meet our emissions 
reduction targets.  

●​ The framing of “improvements of productivity” in Goal 2.1 is problematic as it completely 
disregards the intrinsic value of human life, well-being, and fulfillment. Rather than focusing on 
one’s instrumental value in the market economy, the government must implement solutions that 
support workers over “dollar value.” This includes training and hiring more people and paying them 
liveable wages to implement renewable energy solutions, instead of perpetuating the cycle of work 
dominating worker’s lives while CEOs continue to pocket millions of dollars.  

●​ Beyond the utilization of “investments in decarbonization … to attract market capital moving 
toward lower-risk, climate-resilient investments” as identified in Goal 2.1, the government should 
also be implementing policy tools, including regulations, to induce a transition to lower-emitting 
climate solutions.  
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●​ In Goal 2.1, we encourage the government to go beyond simply “creat[ing] and safeguard[ing] 

jobs,” as recognized on page 22, by ensuring that training programs are accessible and affordable, 
particularly as provincial governments are cutting financial support, particularly those for students 
pursuing post-secondary education. The government also needs to integrate just transition 
principles into the supports offered, including retraining programs for displaced workers and 
ensuring that communities and workers are not left behind in the transition to a low-carbon 
economy.  

●​ The government must ensure that there are strong, enforceable regulations in place to hold 
polluters accountable to the payments they owe through the “industrial carbon pricing system,” as 
mentioned in Goal 2.1.  

●​ We are glad to see the government include “supporting local food infrastructure to improve access 
to locally grown and culturally appropriate foods” in Goal 2.2. SUTE heard an immense amount of 
support for advancement of local gardens and food systems as a key aspect of advancing 
community and environmental health from participants in community consultations on the Right to 
a Healthy Environment under CEPA, facilitated in 2024. As a part of progressing this goal, the 
government must ensure that these programs increase the affordability of local and 
culturally-appropriate foods as well.  

●​ We are incredibly concerned about the government’s key solution to the context provided in the 
first paragraph on page 26 being that “producers must diversify income streams.” Rather than 
feeding into the capitalistic idealism of “hustle culture” by encouraging farmers to take on multiple 
income streams, it would be better for the community and environmental health of farming 
communities to support them through diversifying their crops. Crop diversification further supports 
the health and longevity of farmlands by allowing for higher yields and increased soil health. 

○​ Further, solutions to advance Goal 2.2 must prioritize acknowledging and addressing how 
climate change and extreme weather impact farms, rather than asking local and rural 
farms to simply accept the impacts their livelihoods will face and telling them they must 
pick up new streams of income to survive this new reality.   

●​ We welcome the government’s framing of housing as a public health issue in Goal 2.3, as well as 
their focus on housing needs in Indigenous communities.  

●​ While we appreciate the government’s sentiments regarding building housing in “low-risk areas,” it 
is vital that carrying out Goal 2.3 does not result in forcible removal of community members (e.g. 
Northern communities, coastal communities, etc.) for the sake of housing development. 

●​ Goal 2.4 currently places the burden on individuals and families to seek out information and 
funding to improve their home efficiency. Different levels of government and energy corporations 
must take on the primary responsibility of ensuring that the public has clear and easy access to 
key information, financial support, and programming opportunities to increase the efficiency of 
their homes. 

●​ Expansion and increased funding for a national Youth Climate Corps and other community-led 
career programs can support the government in addressing the skilled labour shortage identified 
in Goal 2.4. 

●​ Goal 2.4 should include explicit requirements in new housing development to ensure that new 
builds are energy efficient and have the technology to be able to rely on proven lower-emitting 
energy sources such as heat pumps and solar panels. 

Shake Up The Establishment ​ ​ ​ ​ Federal Sustainable Development Strategy - 6 

https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/1007034/ontario-investing-64-billion-to-support-postsecondary-sectors-long-term-success-and-sustainability
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/1007034/ontario-investing-64-billion-to-support-postsecondary-sectors-long-term-success-and-sustainability
https://shakeuptheestab.org/sustainable-jobs-act/
https://shakeuptheestab.org/sustainable-jobs-act/
https://unfccc.int/news/leaving-no-one-behind-in-the-transition-towards-a-low-carbon-economy
https://shakeuptheestab.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/RTHE-Community-Feedback-Report.pdf
https://shakeuptheestab.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/RTHE-Community-Feedback-Report.pdf
https://content.foodbankscanada.ca/wordpress/2024/04/FBC_2024PAR_Report_Eng_v6.pdf
https://content.foodbankscanada.ca/wordpress/2024/04/FBC_2024PAR_Report_Eng_v6.pdf
https://www.preventionweb.net/news/crop-diversification-crucial-canadian-resilience-changing-world#:~:text=The%20nutritional%20value%20of%20vegetables,yields%20while%20ensuring%20environmental%20sustainability.
https://www.preventionweb.net/news/crop-diversification-crucial-canadian-resilience-changing-world#:~:text=The%20nutritional%20value%20of%20vegetables,yields%20while%20ensuring%20environmental%20sustainability.
https://climateatlas.ca/agriculture-and-climate-change
https://climateatlas.ca/agriculture-and-climate-change
https://nccdh.ca/resources/entry/the-effects-of-the-housing-shortage-on-indigenous-peoples-in-canada/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/nova-scotia/support-needed-to-help-nova-scotians-access-funding-for-heat-pumps-1.6688694
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/nova-scotia/support-needed-to-help-nova-scotians-access-funding-for-heat-pumps-1.6688694
https://www.goodgreenjobsforall.ca/youthclimatecorps
https://www.statcan.gc.ca/en/subjects-start/labour_/labour-shortage-trends-canada
https://natural-resources.canada.ca/energy-efficiency/energy-star/heating-cooling-heat-pump
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0378778815300803


 
●​ Goal 2.5 does a good job acknowledging that many neighbourhoods and communities are 

underserved, and the needs of persons with disabilities are not always met. Built environments 
that prioritize private vehicles over public transit, cycling, and walking, reduce the appeal of 
sustainable transportation. We encourage the government to adjust Goal 2.5 to focus more 
directly on increasing the accessibility and availability of public transit options that can efficiently 
move more people, rather than more individualized solutions like zero-emissions vehicles and 
active transportation. 

●​ The construction timeline of the Alto high speed rail network along the Toronto-Quebec City 
corridor must be sped up to meet the needs of communities, as the government's current timeline 
does not have construction set to commence until the end of the Strategy’s timeline, in 2029. As 
well, the government must ensure that they implement a social and environmental justice lens 
throughout the development and construction processes of this and future high-speed rail routes. 
Research on high-speed rail equity and inclusion shows that these projects can either reduce or 
worsen socio-economic and spatial inequities, depending on how they are planned and 
implemented. Without explicit safeguards, lower income and equity-denied communities risk 
disproportionately bearing the burdens of the project, including displacement, gentrification, rising 
housing costs near stations, employment disparities, and reduced access to essential goods and 
services. This is especially concerning in the context of the proposed Toronto-Quebec City corridor 
being pursued as a public-private partnership. If public transit infrastructure is meant to serve the 
public good, then the government must ensure that public interest, not private profit, drives the 
planning, pricing, and service delivery.  

 

Chapter 3: 
●​ Canada needs to contribute more policy, programming, and financial support on a global scale to 

address climate change. In Goal 3.1, the government has acknowledged the climate impacts 
we're experiencing, but not how much of global emissions Canada is responsible for, and thus the 
more explicit leadership role we should be taking in reducing greenhouse gas emissions 
domestically and internationally.  

●​ In Goal 3.1, it is claimed that ”the federal government leads by example in addressing climate 
change.” We have identified multiple credible sources that show how Canada has not historically 
been a leader on climate action on the global stage, and is failing to take sufficient action to meet 
the urgency of the climate crisis: 

○​ Canada – NDC Equity Tracker 

○​ Canada shamed as “Fossil of the Day” at COP30, for the first time in more than a decade 

○​ A tough climate summit for Canada 

●​ While Goal 3.1 talks about driving clean growth, it fails to acknowledge the significant role that 
phasing out fossil fuels can play in reducing our greenhouse gas emissions. As reported in the 
National Inventory Report 1990-2023, Oil and Gas was the largest source of Canada’s greenhouse 
gas emissions in 2023, accounting for 30% of our emissions.  

●​ The term “certain populations” in Goal 3.1 is an avoidance of accountability for marginalization by 
the government. The government must address environmental injustices that compound climate 
injustices. These populations face systemic injustices and exclusions that put them at a deficit 
before encountering emergency situations, including socioeconomic barriers, language barriers, 
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lack of their perspectives and concerns being integrated into decision-making, and more, placing 
them at higher risk of being negatively impacted by climate change.  

●​ Alongside the risks identified in Goal 3.1 (e.g., food insecurity, housing challenges, and 
infrastructure damage), there is also a proven increased risk of domestic and gender-based 
violence during extreme weather events. Given that the government has committed to reducing 
gender-based violence as Goal 1.5, it is vital that the government acknowledge and address its 
intersections with environmental conditions.  

●​ We are glad to see the government recognize that Indigenous peoples face increased 
climate-related risks as a part of Goal 3.1, but the government must also recognize and address 
the risks experienced by other racially-minoritized communities, elderly and perinatal people, 
youth, immigrants and newcomers, and women and gender diverse folks, amongst other 
equity-deserving communities, particularly those with intersecting identities.  

●​ The government’s definition of net-zero and the strategies identified to achieve it, as identified in 
Goal 3.1, has an overemphasized reliance on carbon credits. The government must reduce 
emissions as a whole, not just performatively balance them out. 

●​ In Goal 3.1, “requir[ing] federal departments and agencies to consider greenhouse gas  
emissions” is a weak wording choice. We need clear, concrete commitments that make 
environmental impacts a key priority in government decisions. 

●​ Goal 3.1 must uphold the rights, sovereignty, and self-determination of Indigenous peoples and 
follow principles of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP), 
which the federal government has taken steps to implement through the United Nations 
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples Act. Climate strategies should be Indigenous-led 
and developed in equal partnership with the independent governance bodies of each community, 
rather than reducing them to extensions of the federal government or expecting First Nations, 
Inuit, and Metis communities to support colonial solutions. 

●​ With respect to Goal 3.1, addressing impacts on climate and environment must be a priority from 
the outset, not simply as an add-on in economic planning. 

●​ The strategies in Goal 3.2 should be more proactive by focusing equally on climate adaptation and 
climate mitigation. The current focus on adaptation alone ignores the government’s responsibility 
to implement strong mitigation policies and programs to prevent worsening disasters. Ultimately, 
Goal 3.2 should be more focused on avoiding the downstream social, economic, environmental, 
health and other issues caused by climate change before they even happen.  

○​ It is unethical to frame Goal 3.2 within the context of the negative impacts of climate 
change being inevitable – they are not. The Government of Canada must act through 
legislative action, grounded in evidence from scholars in various disciplines, global 
governing bodies, civil society, and youth and Indigenous expertise. Communities should 
not have to “navigate” climate burdens; the government has a responsibility to eliminate 
upstream threats through systemic change.  

●​ Goal 3.2 mentions “the federal government helps communities navigate climate challenges with 
confidence.” While it is imperative that the federal government maintains regular and accessible 
channels of communication for transparency and accountability on climate change impacts and 
governmental action, there should be explicit acknowledgement of how Indigenous nations and 
other impacted communities already have grounded expertise about climate change adaptations. 
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Specifically, the onus is on the government to conduct outreach, especially to Indigenous nations, 
as well as the most impacted communities in the climate crisis, to meaningfully include them in 
climate adaptation, decision-making, policy, and practices. Furthermore, the focus should be on 
providing federal funding and resources to support ongoing climate adaptation efforts in 
Indigenous and other equity-denied communities who are well-aware of the impacts of climate 
change and endure them the most. 

●​ Goal 3.2 mentions the unique susceptibility of rural and remote communities to climate change 
impacts. While this is true, this is too narrow of a focus. Coastal communities across Canada are 
also at risk as coasts continue to erode, ocean levels continue to rise, and sea ice continues to 
melt. The government must ensure that they address the needs of coastal communities when 
implementing this Goal.  

●​ In Goal 3.2, it is mentioned that “[r]ural, remote, and Indigenous communities are particularly 
vulnerable due to … relying heavily on natural resources sectors which are sensitive to changing 
climate conditions.” While this acknowledgement is good, it is contradictory to Goal 2.1 under the 
“Driving Clean Growth” chapter where the government states it is planning to expand the mining 
industry through the Critical Minerals Strategy. 

○​ Related to this, there should be explicit acknowledgement of how racially-minoritized rural 
and remote communities, such as African Nova Scotians, are more vulnerable due to 
historical marginalization, systemic racism, and a lack of governmental support.  

●​ We are glad to see the disproportionate vulnerability of Indigenous communities addressed in Goal 
3.2. It is critical to centre this and support Indigenous-led initiatives for climate adaptation. 
However, the disproportionate vulnerability of other racially-minoritized communities and newcomer 
communities due to pre-existing structural inequities must also be addressed. For example, rural 
and remote African Nova Scotians are racially-minoritized, and have increased vulnerability to 
climate change impacts due to long-standing historical marginalization, colonialism, and structural 
racism. This results in them having less access to vital resources to prepare for climatic impacts 
and recover from disasters. Furthermore, there needs to be acknowledgment in the Strategy of 
how Indigenous, Black, other racially-minoritized and newcomer communities in Canada experience 
environmental racism. Those communities who are impacted by environmental racism are 
extremely vulnerable to climate change given how the climatic impacts will exacerbate the existing 
environmental injustices they face. Environmental racism inherently involves disproportionate 
exposure to high-polluting facilities and toxins for Indigenous and racially-minoritized communities 
and deliberately contributes to climate change through carbon-emissions. Therefore, this FSDS 
report needs to include strategies for how the government plans to prevent and eliminate 
environmental racism, protecting the most vulnerable in the climate crisis. 

●​ For Goal 3.2, the National Adaptation Strategy should be legally-binding. Given how dire the 
climate crisis is, it is unethical to have any federal climate adaptation strategies be intended as 
“guiding principles” for the federal government to simply consider. If the government truly cares 
about reaching climate adaptation objectives “in a fair, inclusive, and equitable way, while 
respecting jurisdictions and upholding Indigenous Peoples’ rights,” then legally-binding immediate 
climate action is required. 

●​ In Goal 3.2, the following is stated: “Barriers to climate adaptation and resiliency include limited 
public awareness, resource constraints, limited access to preparedness measures, and gaps in 

Shake Up The Establishment ​ ​ ​ ​ Federal Sustainable Development Strategy - 9 

https://ncceh.ca/resources/evidence-reviews/health-risks-associated-sea-level-rise
https://ncceh.ca/resources/evidence-reviews/health-risks-associated-sea-level-rise
https://www.canada.ca/en/campaign/critical-minerals-in-canada/canadas-critical-minerals-strategy.html
https://niche-canada.org/2021/02/17/africville-a-story-of-environmental-racism/
https://climateinstitute.ca/publications/environmental-racism-and-climate-change/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/toronto-climate-change-low-income-communities-1.6886300
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/toronto-climate-change-low-income-communities-1.6886300
https://climateinstitute.ca/publications/environmental-racism-and-climate-change/
https://climateinstitute.ca/publications/environmental-racism-and-climate-change/
https://climateinstitute.ca/publications/environmental-racism-and-climate-change/
https://climateinstitute.ca/publications/environmental-racism-and-climate-change/
https://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar6/syr/
https://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar6/syr/


 
data and infrastructure. As climate-related events become more frequent and unpredictable, it 
becomes harder for Canadians to prepare.” 

○​ There is a lack of accountability of the historical and ongoing neglect by the government to 
meaningfully engage with Indigenous, historically marginalized, and other equity-denied 
communities when it comes to climate change preparedness and adaptation efforts. It is 
the responsibility of policy and decision-makers to ensure there are accessible, equitable 
and culturally-safe institutions, services, environmental protections, resources, and 
supports in place that protect the health, well-being, and livelihoods of everyone across 
Canada -- especially those most susceptible. The government must also launch equitable 
communication channels and knowledge mobilization efforts.  

●​ Goal 3.3 makes no mention of the government’s already identified and enacted plans to increase 
the availability of affordable housing by building new developments and advance major projects 
like Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG), pipelines, and mines, nor the implications they may have on 
achieving the targets within it. These projects can have serious implications on ecosystem health 
and biodiversity, and thus, we would like to see discussion on how these plans will be balanced 
with Target 3.3.1, to conserve Canada’s land, waters, and ecosystems. Furthermore, advancing 
the development of high-emitting fossil fuel projects in Canada is especially unacceptable 
considering research shows they are not economically viable as Canada lacks competitiveness in 
the global LNG sector, and there is a growing decline in global need, due to nations rapidly 
switching to renewable energy alternatives.  

●​ We encourage the government to re-order the information presented in Goal 3.3 to discuss health, 
wellbeing, and sustainability before discussing the economy. 

○​ We also feel that the framing and language used, such as “future-proof Canada’s natural 
environment,” on page 40, feels corporate- and economy-driven rather than focusing on 
intergenerational health, wellbeing, biodiversity, and the intrinsic value of nature. 

●​ Goal 3.3 highlights several barriers to protecting and restoring Canada’s ecosystems and 
biodiversity, all of which are under the responsibility or influence of the federal government. We are 
concerned that the government is not taking responsibility for the role they play in the 
administration and management of these barriers, instead portraying them as factors outside of 
the government’s control. We call on the government to better prioritize ecosystems, communities, 
and biodiversity over economic development, and take a more proactive role in reducing these 
barriers. 

●​ Goal 3.4 “Improve Water and Air Quality” makes no reference to the 40 existing long-term water 
advisories on reserves, as of April 27, 2026. Any subsequent strategies which fail to address this 
injustice are flawed. Further, there are many references to stressed watersheds, but little 
recognition and examination of root causes: development, pollution, agricultural runoff, habitat 
loss, climate change, oil and gas development and hydropower dams. 

●​ In Goal 3.5, the government is severely undermining the health impacts of microplastics by using 
wording and framing choices that reference them as being able to “potentially affect human 
health.” Studies have found that microplastics have crossed the blood-brain barrier, as well as 
passed from parent to fetus via the placenta. Microplastics are harming us when we are most 
vulnerable and infiltrating our bodies through multiple exposures. The government must recognize 
the immense threat they pose to human and environmental health. 
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●​ The government’s framing of Goal 3.5, with a focus on lack of access to recycling, fails to 

acknowledge how systemically marginalized communities have been able to successfully live more 
sustainable lives. Indigenous communities have been living with the land since time immemorial. 
However, climate change and settler colonialism has had serious impacts for Indigenous 
communities across Canada, disrupting their cultural traditions and their ability to practice 
land-based living. Additionally, research from the Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives suggests 
that it is the wealthiest Canadians who create the most carbon emissions. Given that 
lower-income communities tend to have much lower purchasing power it is important that the 
government’s focus for waste management be on communities producing the most significant 
waste and pollution as these impacts reinforce social, climate, and environmental inequities. 

●​ The government has failed to recognize the historic and present disproportionate placement of 
waste facilities in racialized or low-income communities in Goal 3.5. Internationally, Canada and 
other countries also export their plastic waste to the Global South, which further displaces 
community and environmental health harms onto systemically marginalized communities.  

 

Do you have any comments on the draft FSDS targets and 
implementation strategies?  
Examples include which targets are important to you, should be more or less ambitious, or 
additions to implementation strategies 
 

Chapter 1:  
●​ For Implementation Strategy 1.1.1.1, beyond simply saying that the government must “ensure 

responsible use of public funds, deliver accessible and effective government services, etc.,” the 
government must ensure that there is public access to this information. It would be 
counter-intuitive to allow the government to self-determine whether they are responsibly using 
funds and delivering accessible services. There needs to be a public, non-governmental 
accountability body or bodies to ensure that the needs of communities are being addressed and 
that the government is operating responsibly and effectively.  

●​ For Implementation Strategy 1.1.1.3, the federal government claims that it will be boosting digital 
literacy without sharing what programs, tools, and/or supports they will be implementing to 
accomplish this. In order to increase public trust in the government, the Government of Canada 
must be more transparent about the actions they will be taking to achieve their targets and offer 
more accessible communications about the services available to support the public.  

●​ For Implementation Strategy 1.1.1.4, the government needs to clarify what kind of federal data will 
be made publicly available and explicitly commit to the principles of OCAP. Will we be given clearer 
insights into the feedback the government is receiving and how it is being implemented/used, as 
well as the logic behind making those decisions? As well, data that is being made publicly 
available must be communicated in a more accessible manner. There is a plethora of government 
reports, statistics, databases, etc. but it can be quite difficult and tedious to access and find 
information. The government must implement widespread communications to ensure the public is 
aware about what information is available and how to access it.  
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●​ Target 1.1.2 and its implementation strategies should be approached differently. As communities 

continue to call for the reform and defunding of policing systems, there are better strategies that 
the government should focus its time, efforts, and money on instead of trying to force acceptance 
of the ineffective colonial criminal justice system.  

○​ For Implementation Strategy 1.1.2.1, the government must ensure that there is a secure 
funding plan for the full 10 year implementation roadmap of Canada’s Black Justice 
Strategy. The government must also ensure that all community members consulted as a 
part of the implementation of the Black Justice Strategy and the Indigenous Justice 
Strategy are financially compensated for their time and contributions.  

○​ For Implementation Strategy 1.1.2.3, the government should not rely on police or the 
RCMP to carry out "culturally and developmentally appropriate, trauma-informed, and 
responsive victim services.” In fact, the government should be defunding these programs, 
and transitioning their focus by investing in more physical, social, and mental health 
services designed to prevent Black, Indigenous, other racially-minoritized and newcomers 
entering the criminal justice system. To support Indigenous peoples’ wellness and 
prevention, the federal government must invest in land-based learning and healing 
supports, including strengthening access to traditional cultural activities. These programs 
must be designed to empower and build the capacity of equity-denied communities to 
prevent them from ever being integrated into the criminal justice system in the first place, 
including by improving access to good education, housing, and community and wellness 
supports. Implementation strategies must be more preventative and proactive rather than 
reactionary in order to address the root causes of these inequities. If reactionary mental 
health crisis response is needed to support Black, Indigenous, and other racially 
minoritized communities, the federal government should invest in non-police community 
crisis response services. 

○​ Here are some examples of established community mental and social health services the 
federal government should be investing in to support historically marginalized and 
equity-denied communities in Canada: 

■​ TAIBU Community Health Centre 
■​ Anishnawbe Health Toronto  

●​ Target 1.2.1 lacks appropriate scale of action given the context of the issue, compared to some of 
the other goals within this Chapter. Sense of belonging can have an immense influence on one’s 
wellbeing, making this an incredibly important goal to address. We encourage the government to 
be much more ambitious with this target and the implementation strategies to meet it. 

●​ We are strongly aligned with Implementation Strategy 1.2.1.1, but it must include funded 
community consultations to inform the intercultural dialogues and sense of belonging included as 
a part of this Implementation strategy.  

●​ The jobs included as a part of Implementation Strategy 1.2.2.2 must be well-paid and benefitted, 
should not be dismissed as gendered roles, and cannot be allowed to be poorly compensated just 
because workers are expected to be passionate about the work.  

●​ We are concerned about the implementation of Implementation Strategy 1.2.2.3. When the CRTC 
previously tried to apply CanCon requirements to social media and streaming, it resulted in the 
Meta News Ban, which has been completely counterintuitive to its initial intentions. The 
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government must ensure that they implement this Implementation Strategy in such a way that it 
does not further restrict access to Canadian content.  

●​ The scope of Implementation strategy 1.3.1.1 must be expanded to include youth (15-35). Youth 
are experiencing more financial strain than older adults, as well as higher levels of concern about 
rising prices due to the affordability crisis.  

●​ We are excited to see Implementation Strategy 1.3.1.4 included and hope to see it further 
explored to access the health and economic benefits that local and Indigenous food systems can 
offer.  

●​ While we appreciate the inclusion of disaggregated data collection and research, particularly the 
prospect of disaggregated race-based data collection, included in Implementation Strategy 
1.4.1.3, we are incredibly concerned about the involvement of the RCMP in this process. The 
RCMP plays an ongoing role in settler colonialism, and it would be unjust for them to be involved 
in federal efforts to reduce discrimination.  

●​ To support the advancement of Implementation Strategy 1.4.1.4, the federal government must 
supply more funding to ECCC, specifically to support environmental justice work and the 
facilitation of culturally competent community consultations.  

●​ We are glad to see gender parity integrated into Target 1.4.2, but the government must ensure 
that they acknowledge labour gaps experienced by gender diverse folks as well. We also think that 
labour-related data collection should extend beyond the ages of 15-65, as many folks are working 
beyond retirement age in order to afford necessities like rent, food, and long-term care as a result 
of the affordability crisis.  

●​ Implementation Strategy 1.4.2.1 should be more intersectional in nature. Indigenous, racialized, 
and migrant women across Canada, alongside those from other intersectionally-marginalized 
backgrounds, face the most severe wage gaps as compared to their non-racialized counterparts. 

●​ As the government works to advance Implementation Strategy 1.6.1.1, there must be measures in 
place to ensure that the major projects creating jobs are meeting the needs and wants of 
Indigenous communities. It would be unjust for the government to try to force the occurrence of 
major projects like mines or pipelines on Indigenous land. The government must ensure that they 
are upholding their duty to consult Indigenous communities, as well as actually respecting and 
implementing the insights they receive from communities. Indigenous communities have been 
impacted by acts of colonial violence, particularly by law enforcement, when they have challenged 
the building of colonial projects on their land.  

●​ We are concerned about the government’s commitment to “strengthen laws” and law enforcement 
capacity in Implementation Strategy 1.7.1.2, as law enforcement has been responsible for 
upholding systemic discrimination, racism and colonial violence in Canada.  

 

Chapter 2:  
●​ Rather than measuring “annual labour productivity growth” as identified in Target 2.1.1, we believe 

a better target for the government to measure would be who is actually getting access to this 
wealth by focusing on how much workers are making and how many jobs and training programs are 
being created in these industries. The government should not just be increasing labour productivity 
so that CEOs and executives can make millions of dollars in additional profits, but so that workers 
can actually afford housing, groceries, gas, and more. Additionally, GDP is not the best indicator of 
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quality of life, as it is typically not top of mind for most Canadians in the face of ongoing 
affordability, health, and environmental crises. 

●​ The inclusion of investments in automation and artificial intelligence in Implementation Strategy 
2.1.1.2 is concerning as they both pose risks to job security across a multitude of industries. For 
example, approximately 1 in 5 Canadians are in jobs that are at risk of being replaced by 
automation. Rather than focusing its investments in job-replacing technologies, the government 
should be directing its investments towards supports and opportunities for workers themselves.  

●​ We encourage the government to maintain and prioritize Implementation Strategy 2.1.1.3.  
●​ Beyond simply taking actions to “encourage businesses to invest”, as detailed in Implementation 

Strategy 2.1.1.4, to fully advance this Implementation Strategy the federal government must be 
investing in research and development as well.  

●​ Further federal investments into a national Youth Climate Corps, as well as retraining programs for 
mid-age/mid-level works, can support the advancement of Implementation Strategy 2.1.1.6.  

●​ The government must strengthen and increase Target 2.1.2. The government must strive for more 
than 3% of our national GDP to be made up by the environmental and clean energy sector, and 
implement clear, specific investments, regulations, and other tools to achieve this goal. From an 
economic standpoint, investing in the clean energy sector is in the federal government's best 
interest as the United Nations reports 90% of renewable energy sources are cheaper than fossil 
fuels. For example, solar and offshore wind are now respectively 41 per cent and 53 per cent 
cheaper than fossil fuels. 

●​ Target 2.2.1 being the sole target for Goal 2.2 is incredibly insufficient. While financially 
successful in the short term, intensive agriculture that destroys the lands can have irreversible 
ecological effects that threaten long term food security. There needs to be a Target about the 
environmental health and well-being of farms (e.g., indicators about soil health, etc.) to ensure 
that Canada’s agriculture industry can operate sustainably for decades to come.  

●​ We are concerned about the limited ambitions set by the government in Target 2.3.1. It is 
unacceptable that the government is only aiming for a 3% increase in the percentage of the 
population living in “acceptable housing,” while still leaving 28% of the population in need. As of 
March 26, 2026, Canada’s current population is 41,504,104 people. If the government were to 
maintain its current housing target, that would leave at least 11.6 million people in need of 
“acceptable housing.”  

●​ Implementation strategy 2.3.1.1 aims to “increase the size and skills of the building workforce to 
support the construction of more homes.” Historically, construction has depended on temporary 
foreign workers to fill labour gaps. Temporary foreign workers are often paid lower wages and 
experience power imbalances because they are tied to specific employers and may not have the 
same protections as citizens and permanent residents. The government must include the 
establishment of citizenry pathways for temporary foreign workers filling labour gaps, as well as 
creating upskilling programs for workers living in Canada working in the construction industry.  

●​ In the execution of Implementation Strategy 2.3.1.2, the government must also establish a cap on 
how many homes a person or entity may own to allow for more supply and availability of affordable 
housing for all those who need it. An estimated 20-30% of Canada’s current housing is owned by 
institutional investors.  
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●​ Target 2.4.1 should be based on more recent data than the current starting point from 2000. 

Population size and spread across the country, as well as available technologies, and public 
awareness of environmental and climate issues have changed substantially since 2000. Any work 
the government does to advance this goal will feel like an improvement, which is discouraging for 
the achievement of progress that actually meets the urgency of current conditions. 

●​ Implementation Strategy 2.5.1.3 needs to be designed and carried out in collaboration with 
provincial governments. The Ontario government, for example, plans to expand highways to 
accommodate more cars rather than invest in public transportation. All levels of government must 
work together to ensure structural barriers to the built environment are addressed.  

●​ Target 2.5.1’s implementation strategies need to include a recognition that hydrogen charging 
stations can have negative impacts including hydrogen leakage, which has climate warming 
impacts, safety risks from equipment failures, and efficiency losses. The government must also 
recognize and address the technical impacts of EVs such as increased electricity demand, health 
and safety risks, and the social impacts of EVs including well documented human rights abuses in 
cobalt supply chains.  

 

Chapter 3: 
●​ Target 3.1.1 to achieve 45-50% of GHG emissions reductions by 2035 is unambitious. The 

government must implement more effective programming and policies to advance our emissions 
reductions targets, as we are currently not on track to meet any of our targets. Delaying Canada’s 
progression to net-zero until 2050 feels unjust, especially as communities across the country are 
already experiencing substantial negative impacts of climate change and extreme weather.   

●​ Implementation strategy 3.1.1.3 is not worded accessibly and contains a lot of jargon, making it 
difficult for the public to understand what the government actually plans to do. When the public 
cannot clearly comprehend the government’s communications, the government cannot be 
effectively held accountable to constituents, feeding into the aforementioned 
government-identified sense of public distrust.  

●​ The government must publicize a more concrete plan for the fossil fuel phase out mentioned as a 
part of Implementation Strategy 3.1.2.1 to avoid reducing this very important emissions reduction 
solution to a simple set of buzzwords.  

●​ Implementation Strategy 3.1.2.3 mentions decarbonization only in the context of maintaining the 
status quo, to avoid “impacting operational levels, requirements, or mission parameters.” We 
must decarbonize no matter what. The federal government deciding to maintain the status quo is 
unacceptable considering that to date, every single climate target set to reduce carbon emissions 
has been missed. It is irresponsible for the government to continue to plan for a future that is still 
dominated by carbon-heavy, high-emitting industries. Rather, the government must decarbonize by 
phasing out these fossil fuel industries entirely, and making a just transition to renewable energy 
job markets. 

●​ We are requesting further clarification on why and how the 60% target identified as a part of Target 
3.2.1 was selected and how this is to be measured. There needs to be a clear explanation for 
what is meant by how communities can “factor climate change into their decision-making.” The 
government must explicitly address how some communities do not have the capacity to factor 
climate change into their decision-making practices because they are already inundated with 
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pre-existing structural inequities and/or systemic racism which make day-to-day living challenging. 
Alongside this, Implementation Strategy 3.2.1.1 fails to place accountability and responsibility on 
decision-makers in government. The focus must be on the government factoring climate change 
into their decision-making, across departments, and enacting just climate policy to create systems 
change. 

●​ There needs to be explicit acknowledgement in Implementation Strategy 3.2.1.1 of how 
Indigenous peoples have been living with the land since time immemorial in just, sustainable, 
relational, and restorative ways, long before colonial-capitalist projects disrupted their way of life. 
Indigenous communities have been and continue to be on the frontlines fighting for planetary 
health and addressing how critical it is we move fast on climate action to protect our world for the 
(seven) generations coming after us. The Government of Canada must rephrase this 
implementation strategy to appropriately evoke epistemic justice and avoid suggesting that these 
climate adaptation strategies are new ideas developed from white, colonial governments. 
Furthermore, issues with “resource resilience” for Indigenous communities are rooted in colonial 
disruptions caused by all levels of government in Canada, thus reconciliation and respecting the 
rights and knowledges of Indigenous peoples throughout the design and implementation of the 
Strategy is imperative. 

●​ The government needs to go beyond simply implementing "tools, information, and improved 

guidance" as identified in Implementation Strategy 3.2.1.2, and ensure they are directly funding 
the implementation of climate preparedness in communities. 

●​ We are happy to see the government commit to supporting and funding the research identified in 
Implementation Strategy 3.2.1.3. However, there needs to be a specific action plan detailing how 
the Government of Canada will implement the data obtained. The government simply doing their 
due diligence to consult and study is not a direct enough commitment, nor does it provide 
communities with an action plan for how the Implementation Strategy will be carried out. Thus, 
more clarity and elaboration is needed here. 

●​ The government must provide more clarification on how they will measure progress to ensure that 
“[a]t least 75% of federal organizations have taken measures to address climate risks to their 
critical services and activities and ensure that climate risks to at least 75% of critical assets are 
assessed”, as identified in Target 3.2.2. There needs to be public reporting on this for 
accountability. The public deserves to know how decision-making is being influenced and how 
climate risks are being addressed. 

○​ Furthermore, the government must provide more clarity on how the 75% target was 
selected from the 73% starting point. The targeted increase for government organizations 
(2%) is quite low in comparison to the 22% targeted increase for individual households 
identified in Target 3.2.1. Ultimately, the target should be that 100% of federal 
organizations take these measures. 

●​ The starting points for Target 3.3.1 are from several decades ago, which we find confusing. We 
encourage the inclusion of more recent data and progress if it is available.  

●​ We are concerned that Implementation Strategy 3.3.1.1’s focus on protected and conserved areas 
will lead to further perpetuation of colonial ideals by restricting ownership, governance, and 
access for Indigenous communities. As many national and provincial parks were developed to 
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steal land from Indigenous communities, this strategy must consider colonial injustices and 
reconciliation. 

●​ We are glad to see the importance of marine ecosystem protection mentioned in Implementation 
Strategy 3.3.1.2, but we are concerned that there is no mention of the government actively 
advancing the export of liquid natural gas via overseas shipping, which poses massive pollution 
risks for these same ecosystems. 

●​ Implementation Strategy 3.3.1.3 should address how historically marginalized groups have been 
unjustly excluded from natural spaces due to racism, discrimination, and financial barriers. While 
encouraging Canadians to connect with nature is important, work must be done to provide 
accessible, culturally-appropriate opportunities. 

●​ We are concerned that Target 3.3.2 focuses on population trends and distribution as indicators of 
recovery for species at risk. For many species, population trends can vary by year and are 
therefore not ideal measures of success for species recovery and wellbeing. 

○​ More work must also be done to address species needs, as the Government of Canada is 
still behind on developing strategies for recovering at-risk species. 

●​ We would like to see Implementation strategy 3.3.2.2 include more information on whether the 
Government of Canada is prepared to take action that re-incentivizes other levels of government to 
protect Canada’s wild plants and animals, or address policy and regulation gaps themselves, as 
the Ontario government has recently stripped legislative protections for species at-risk with Bill 5. 

●​ Many of Goal 3.4’s Implementation strategies recognize the necessity of supporting Indigenous-led 
initiatives, but include no explanation for how that will be done. The government must be more 
transparent about the insights and feedback they are receiving from Indigenous communities, as 
well as how they are implementing them.   

●​ The government must add an explanation, as well as explicit criteria, for how water bodies will be 
determined to be nationally significant to be considered as a part of meeting Target 3.4.1.  

●​ While we are glad to see a Target and Implementation strategy for establishing good air quality, 
there should also be a Target and Implementation strategy(ies) developed for establishing good 
water quality.  

●​ It is concerning that the only target for Goal 3.5 is related to solid waste disposal and diversion. 
The government must develop target(s) and implementation strategy(ies) that work towards the 
establishment of circular economies and more efficient local waste services so that communities 
have access to reliable recycling and composting programs.  

●​ The government must clarify the enforceability of Implementation Strategy 3.5.1.1 to ensure that 
there is actual progress on waste management. This should be developed, implemented and 
enforceable by and in collaboration with stakeholders. 

 

Are there any sustainable development issues you think are 
missing or are gaps in the draft 2026-2029 FSDS? 
Overall:  

●​ While we appreciate the government’s acknowledgement of the disproportionate discrimination 
and unfair treatment of particular communities, as well as how interacting social determinants of 
health can result in further discrimination in Goal 1.4, we would prefer to see an intersectional 
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framing more explicitly integrated into all other goals, rather than including this as its own stand 
alone goal. 

●​ Goal 3.2 states that we can overcome climate change challenges by investing in “physical 
infrastructure and protecting and prioritizing natural infrastructure, such as forests and wetlands.” 
This is a sustainable and equitable approach to climate action, but there aren't any explicit 
implementation strategies within Goal 3.2 that address how the Government of Canada plans to 
act on this. For example, it is critical that we shift towards nature-based solutions to sequester 
carbon emissions sustainably and protect biodiversity, which is vital for the health of our earth’s 
ecosystems.  

○​ For example, the Boreal Forest, which spans North America from Alaska to the Atlantic 
Ocean -- covering roughly 55% of Canada's landmass -- is a natural carbon sink and has 
wet, peat soil that is protective against wildfires. Climate change and resource extraction 
is threatening the rights and ability of the boreal forest to maintain its own health and the 
well-being of a diverse array of multispecies, including animals and other-than-human 
beings, plant-life, and human lives. The boreal forest, rich in biodiversity, is home to 
hundreds of Indigenous communities, 300 bird species, and woodland caribou. 
Indigenous peoples have been in relationship with the plants and animals of the boreal 
forest since time immemorial. The notorious logging industry in Canada is threatening the 
survivability of the old-growth trees in the boreal forest and replacing it with fragile tree 
plantations. This reduces the overall biodiversity of the boreal forest, jeopardizing  the 
natural carbon sink processes that sequester carbon and are critical to regulating the 
entire earth’s climate. Eliminating old-growth forests also decreases the food sources 
available to woodland caribou, ultimately disrupting their movements and threatening their 
survivability. The logging industry in Canada harms the biodiversity and health of our 
boreal forest which can be a nature-based solution to averting the climate crisis. It cannot 
be understated how the rights and lands of Indigenous peoples are harmed, including 
Grassy Narrows Ojibwe community, as logging industries encroach on their territory, 
disrupting their traditional foodways, waterways, access to medicines, and even wildlife 
movements. 

 

Introduction: 
●​ The federal government needs to clearly define what is meant by being able to “meet the needs of 

the present,” including the recognition of what needs are actually a necessity to support human 
and planetary health and wellbeing. The current insistence of balance between environmental and 
economic benefit, and justification of constant economic growth as a “need” for the present is not 
matching the realities that Canadians are facing, and is ultimately compromising the future needs 
of communities and ecosystems across the country.   

 

Chapter 1:  
●​ The federal government’s current funding commitment of $40 million for a Youth Climate Corps 

pilot is minimal and ultimately does not meet the vision for the campaign, preventing the 
establishment of the public jobs program. A fully funded Youth Climate Corps would mobilize young 
Canadians to drive climate action, create good jobs, and help to address both climate risk and 

Shake Up The Establishment ​ ​ ​ ​ Federal Sustainable Development Strategy - 18 

https://www.unep.org/unep-and-nature-based-solutions
https://www.unep.org/unep-and-nature-based-solutions
https://www.un.org/en/climatechange/science/climate-issues/biodiversity
https://www.un.org/en/climatechange/science/climate-issues/biodiversity
https://davidsuzuki.org/project/boreal-forest/
https://freegrassy.net/learn-more/the-boreal-forest/
https://freegrassy.net/learn-more/the-boreal-forest/
https://freegrassy.net/learn-more/the-boreal-forest/
https://freegrassy.net/learn-more/the-boreal-forest/
https://freegrassy.net/learn-more/the-boreal-forest/
https://davidsuzuki.org/project/boreal-forest/
https://davidsuzuki.org/project/boreal-forest/
https://www.ilinationhood.ca/blog/borealplantsbiodiversity
https://www.ilinationhood.ca/blog/borealplantsbiodiversity
https://freegrassy.net/learn-more/the-boreal-forest/
https://freegrassy.net/learn-more/the-boreal-forest/
https://freegrassy.net/learn-more/the-boreal-forest/
https://freegrassy.net/learn-more/the-boreal-forest/
https://freegrassy.net/learn-more/the-boreal-forest/
https://freegrassy.net/learn-more/the-boreal-forest/
https://sdg.iisd.org/commentary/guest-articles/embracing-a-beyond-growth-approach-for-sustainable-futures/
https://sdg.iisd.org/commentary/guest-articles/embracing-a-beyond-growth-approach-for-sustainable-futures/
https://www.canada.ca/en/employment-social-development/news/2025/11/minister-hajdu-highlights-budget-2025-investments-to-support-youth-employment.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/employment-social-development/news/2025/11/minister-hajdu-highlights-budget-2025-investments-to-support-youth-employment.html


 
youth employment. The federal government needs to increase its commitment for a Youth Climate 
Corps to $1 billion a year.  

●​ To increase public trust and understanding, there is a need for more explicit definitions of what 
the government considers to be Canadian culture, identity, and values included in the description 
of Goal 1.2. As well, we question the definition and value of “Canadian heritage”, given Canada’s 
legacies of exclusion and oppression towards Black, Indigenous, and other racially-minoritized 
communities.  

●​ We aspire to see targets related to Goal 1.2 that allow for culture to exist as a core issue without 
tying strategies to address it to unsustainable economic growth.  

●​ It would be beneficial for the government to clarify what kinds of “improvements to cultural 
facilities” they will be prioritizing as a part of Implementation Strategy 1.2.2.1.  

●​ It is vital that the language in Goal 1.3 better reflects that “the impact of historical policies on 
Indigenous communities” are contributing to disproportionate levels of poverty in these 
communities, as a result of historical discriminatory and racist policies.  

●​ As a part of Goal 1.3, the government needs to address how pensions are at risk of 
climate-related losses, particularly due to the fact that Canadian pension funds are being invested 
into fossil fuel expansion. 

●​ The government must be more specific about which programs are being protected as a part of 
advancing Goal 1.3. Millions of Canadians rely on government-provided services and programs, 
and they deserve to know the status of those programs in relation to the implementation of the 
Federal Sustainable Development Strategy.  

●​ The government needs to clarify how and where they will “provide access to health-related 
information, benefits, and services” as denoted in Implementation Strategy 1.3.1.2. Widespread, 
accessible communications, in multiple languages, will ensure that the folks who need access to 
this programming are in the know about its availability.  

●​ The government needs to be more explicit about what tools they will use for Implementation 
Strategy 1.4.1.1, to “reduce systemic barriers to economic, social, and cultural participation and 
decision-making to reduce discrimination and unfair treatment.”  

●​ In Goal 1.6, the government must also acknowledge how increased prices of groceries, and other 
necessities and services, can further exacerbate socioeconomic disparities in Indigenous 
communities in the Arctic and North.  

●​ We ask that the government provide further details regarding the “financial support to strengthen 
Indigenous businesses” identified in Goal 1.6. Will these supports be provided via direct transfer 
of money, or through loan or grant programs?  

 

Chapter 2:  
●​ On page 22 of the Strategy, we ask that the federal government include a link and examples of 

“projects in the national interest” to further clarify to the public what is meant by this terminology.  
●​ While we appreciate the government’s recognition of the disproportionate burden of environmental 

and climate impacts due to socio-economic status on page 23, the government must add a few 
sentences here to acknowledge environmental racism and other environmental injustices as a 
result of different facets of identity.  
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●​ Beyond acknowledging how Goal 2.1 will “ensure that benefits of economic growth are shared, the 

environment is protected, and Indigenous rights are respected,” the government must 
acknowledge the health and well-being of communities in these sentiments as well.  

●​ The government must provide a clearer definition of what is meant by “responsibly sourced critical 
minerals.” Canadian companies are responsible for countless harmful mining practices 
internationally that are doing irreparable harm to workers and ecosystems, which makes us 
question the efficacy of increased mining as a sustainability solution. Even moreso, Indigenous 
communities in Canada, and countries in South America and Africa predominantly bear the 
burdens of these impacts, thus the federal government should not be increasing mining projects if 
they truly care about advancing reconciliation.  

○​ Beyond this, we would like to know if Canadian mining companies, operating both at home 
and abroad, will be held to the same standards of “responsible production, processing 
and recycling” identified in Implementation Strategy 2.1.2.3. 

○​ We echo these sentiments for the government’s advancement of “clean technologies” as 
referenced in Goal 3.5, and the implications this will have on waste management and 
community and environmental health, through the retrieval and processing of critical 
minerals and raw materials.   

●​ Beyond acknowledging the dramatic increase in housing prices, the government must also 
acknowledge and address how the substantial proportion of wages being spent on rent and 
inconsistencies in rent control across provinces and territories impacts access to “acceptable 
housing”.  

●​ The government must administer more compassion in the development and implementation of 
homelessness policies and programming. Homelessness “puts a strain on community resources” 
because there is hypercriminalization of homeless communities. The federal government should 
be putting political pressure on municipalities to provide social supports like shelters, instead of 
directing their funding and efforts to tearing apart encampments. According to the Canadian 
Alliance to End Homelessness (CAEH), providing supportive housing is ultimately a more 
cost-effective solution than disrupting encampments and criminalizing homelessness. A recent 
example of this was in 2021 in Toronto, ON when an estimated $2 million was used to shut down 
encampments. Despite the 3 encampments being shut down, the majority of the residents were 
still left without access to safe and affordable housing – “one or two managed to obtain 
permanent housing, while 10 to 15 went inside.” To advance this, the government must deeply 
integrate homelessness decriminalization and destigmatization measures into Implementation 
strategy 2.3.1.5.  

●​ The government must integrate environmental justice principles into the implementation of the 
Canada Housing Infrastructure Fund to ensure that there is not continued disproportionate 
placement of high-polluting infrastructure like landfills and sewage plants in racialized and 
low-income communities.  

●​ Beyond increasing “innovation in residential construction”, in implementing Goal 2.3, the 
government must consider the prospect of building up to create condos and apartments that are 
capable of housing more people, instead of building out. It is not an adequate housing solution to 
continue broad urban sprawl of subdivisions of single family homes that are unaffordable. Urban 
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sprawl typically results in further environmental degradation, particularly of farmland, which is 
counterintuitive to the intentions of Goal 2.2.  

●​ While we understand the logic behind the government prioritizing building homes in “low-risk 
areas”, we are concerned about housing availability for folks living in high-risk areas because that 
is what they are able to afford. Members of these communities deserve access to safe, affordable 
housing as well.  

●​ The government needs to provide clarification of the intentions and federal contexts behind 
Implementation Strategy 2.3.1.4. While we would be thrilled to see increased quality and 
availability of beds and spaces in long-term care homes, this is a provincial/territorial 
responsibility. Given that the government has indicated that Indigenous Services Canada will be 
responsible for this implementation strategy, will this be specific for Indigenous communities 
on-reserve, which would be covered under the federal jurisdiction? The public deserves a clearer 
understanding of what Implementation Strategy 2.3.1.4 will actually be doing. 

 

Chapter 3: 
●​ Target 3.4 does not acknowledge the disproportionate exposure to unclean air and water for 

Indigenous, racialized, and newcomer populations. Further examination on the exposure risks 
within localities, particularly urban areas, can help demonstrate the ways in which equity-denied 
groups are made more vulnerable to impacts of the climate crisis and extreme weather as a result 
of systemic inequities and discrimination. 

 

In finalizing the FSDS, what individuals’ communities’, or 
organizations’ perspectives, knowledge, and skills should be 
amplified?  
Introduction: 

●​ In recognition of the government’s comment about the “recognition of treaty rights as a foundation 
for reconciliation”, on page 3 , we want to ensure that the federal government is acknowledging 
the rights, knowledges, and perspectives of Indigenous communities, primarily in so-called B.C. 
where the majority of land is unceded. 

 

Chapter 1: 
●​ The wording and practices of the Federal Sustainable Development Strategy must be amended to 

ensure that all residents of Canada, regardless of citizenship or immigration status, are able to 
easily contribute to opportunities and decision-making.   

●​ The government must ensure that they are conducting more broad, intersectional community 
consultations to address systemic racism and discrimination. Beyond consulting Black and 
Indigenous communities, as acknowledged within the Strategy, the government must also include 
the perspectives of other racialized communities, newcomer and immigrant communities, women 
and gender diverse populations, people with disabilities, youth, the elderly, 2SLGBTQIA+, 
low-income communities, and those residing in rural, remote, and/or fly-in regions.   
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●​ If the government truly wants to prioritize a strong sense of belonging, their communications, 

opportunities, and offerings must be offered in other key languages spoken by immigrant and 
newcomer communities, such as Punjabi, Hindi, Urdu, Mandarin, Cantonese, Arabic, Somali, 
Tagalog, and more.  

●​ Not all provinces and none of the territories are represented on the National Advisory Council on 
Poverty, which leaves us concerned that key perspectives are missing from this initiative and its 
involvement in addressing Goal 1.3.  

 

Please share any additional comments or suggestions you 
have about the draft FSDS.  
Overall:  

●​ There is a need for the uncoupling of the advancement of environmental and economic goals, as 
capitalistic, market-based approaches frequently perpetuate the degradation of ecosystems and 
human health. We need to move away from the colonial obsession with extraction and GDP growth.  

○​ We would like to see some form of commitment within the Strategy that goes beyond 
economic progress and instead focuses on creating prosperous, fulfilling lives for all 
people living in Canada. Degrowth urges us to move away from the idea that economic 
growth is necessary for social progress and development. Furthermore, meaningful 
degrowth requires a decolonial approach. Canada must attend to the climate crisis and 
Indigenous rights together, not as siloed issues. 

○​ The ideal of continuing “economic growth” is neither a sustainable nor equitable model for 
an economy, given the climate crisis. This peer reviewed publication highlights further 
concerns about the validity of “green growth” and asserts how high-income countries 
must rapidly switch to a “degrowth” economy in order to meet emission reduction targets 
and equity commitments in the Paris Climate Agreement. Further, it states GDP 
decoupling is not a radical enough response to avert the climate crisis. If nations 
decrease their output of non-renewable forms of energy but continue to prioritize 
increasing economic growth, this action will worsen the climate crisis and slow down 
progress towards a renewable energy sector. High-income nations are already grossly 
behind on their climate commitments. The article further suggests the need for robust 
regulations and policies to ensure environmental and social planetary wellbeing, which the 
government claims is of importance to them in the Strategy.  

■​ This concern is further amplified on page 22, which envisions “long-term 
economic growth that integrates environmental and social considerations.” The 
federal government’s emphasis on “long-term”economic growth while only 
committing to the integration of environmental and social considerations 
undermines the critical nature of the ongoing polycrises Canadian communities 
and ecosystems are facing.  

●​ We would like to see the federal government advance past the implementation and use of passive 
strategies and approaches, particularly the overuse of the word “resilient” as it creates a 
reactionary standpoint on dealing with crises like climate change. There needs to be a focus on 
creating more robust climate policy now, which has a firm preventative standpoint. Equity-denied 
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communities most at risk in the climate crisis should not have to be "resilient". The federal 
government should be focused on making systems change that is just and necessary to prevent 
irreversible and worsening climate change and ecological damage. 

●​ We take issue with the federal government presenting a narrative that removes their role in 
perpetuating systemic injustices and public distrust. By failing to recognize their own 
shortcomings, it feeds into public distrust, especially by communities that have and continue to be 
systemically oppressed. 

○​ When presenting the context for Goal 1.1, the federal government has highlighted the 
improvements in public trust of the justice system, while failing to acknowledge that public 
trust in the federal government is overall quite low (less than 30% of Canadians according 
to the Canadian Social Survey conducted between October and December 2023).  

○​ On Page 7 of the Strategy, the government is quite dismissive of the systemic exclusion of 
marginalized communities from public institutions, limiting this issue to how communities 
“can feel excluded,” while failing to acknowledge that these communities are actively 
being excluded from public institutions and decision-making opportunities. For example, 
there is evidence that previous federal staffing cuts disproportionately impacted women, 
Indigenous communities, racialized communities, and those living with disabilities. 
Language barriers, lack of access to solely online services, the predominant use of 
jargon, and more can create barriers to access and continue the cycle of distrust in the 
government.  

○​ The framing of Goal 1.5 continues the trend within the Strategy of the government placing 
the burden of mistrust primarily back onto the communities themselves. The government 
must acknowledge their fault in causing distrust within many minoritized communities 
given its historic and ongoing discrimination towards them, alongside their failure to 
address the concerns and intersecting crises these communities face.   

●​ Throughout the Strategy, the government utilizes the acronym 2SLGBTQI+. We recommend that the 
government amends this to 2SLGBTQIA+ to better acknowledge and encapsulate the perspectives 
and experiences of diverse gender identities and sexual orientations.  

●​ Throughout the Strategy, the government uses jargon and fails to properly explain their 
terminology, which feeds back into public distrust of government. For example, on page 24, as a 
part of Implementation strategy 2.1.2.1, the government identifies they will “improve 
diversification and resilience of the sector,” without indicating what this actually means.  

 

Introduction: 
●​ We are concerned about the reporting and renewal timelines for the Federal Sustainable 

Development Strategy. We are rapidly approaching other climate targets, including our 2030 and 
2035 NDCs, and Canada is actively not on track to meet them. To ensure that the goals, targets, 
and implementation strategies of the Federal Sustainable Development Strategy are actively 
supporting the country in meeting these targets, there is a need for more frequent, publicly 
accessible reviews and reporting.  

●​ We take issue with the federal government’s sentiment that “individual Canadians shape our 
future by adopting sustainable lifestyles, supporting local initiatives, and taking part in community 
efforts to build a healthier environment, a stronger economy, and a more resilient society.” Many 
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individuals from equity-deserving communities, including those who are low-income, BIPOC, 
migrant communities, and more, are already living more sustainable lifestyles. The onus shouldn't 
be on individuals to have to 'choose' to become more sustainable. The causes of the climate 
crisis are systemic and structural, thus the Government and other institutions have an incredibly 
robust role to play through the development of sustainable policies and systems.  

○​ As well, many so-called 'sustainable' modes of living such as EVs, active transport, 
efficient heating and/or electricity, etc. may be out of reach for many people for a variety 
of reasons, including high costs, lack of infrastructure, and other systemic access issues.  

●​ In order to ensure accessibility and public awareness of the Departmental Sustainable 
Development Strategies, the federal government must share a more transparent timeline for their 
publication. As well, it would be beneficial to share specifically where online the public can find 
updates on the Federal Sustainable Development Strategy.  

 

Chapter 2:  
●​ We are concerned about the implementation of the Strategic Response Fund (SRF), particularly its 

use as a tool to advance the development of and investment into AI data centres. The government 
is interested in investing in AI to "expand compute capacity, boost competitiveness and drive 
commercialization." This is unacceptable considering the astronomical negative environmental and 
climate impacts of AI, especially generative AI. Data centres are incredibly resource intensive and 
have a large carbon footprint. The computing power of AI requires almost 7 to 8 times more energy 
than typical computing methods, which is concerning since the SRF was designed to "expand 
compute capacity." A monumental amount of water is also used, and AI relies on fossil fuel 
industries for mining raw materials, and the use of toxic chemicals to construct data centres. It is 
concerning that Canada is seriously considering ramping AI investments long-term and that it is 
mentioned in a Fund supposedly focused on sustainable development. SRF is claimed to be an 
initiative for the benefit of Canadians, as it enables investing in "cleaner" industries, but this 
statement is simply untrue given the intense carbon footprint and resource intensiveness of AI. 
The government should be investing in other clean, renewable energy sources.  

●​ The overall framing of the Driving Clean Growth section of the Strategy reads as business being 
the government’s top priority. On page 22, the government perpetuates the assumption that the 
needs of businesses come before the needs of communities, plant and animal biodiversity, and 
ecosystems, by acknowledging that “the benefits of productivity gains and decarbonization are not 
limited to businesses.” The government needs to reconsider how the goals, targets, and 
implementation strategies of this document can better prioritize environmental, health, and social 
considerations over economic benefits.  

 

Chapter 3: 
●​ We are concerned with the absence of an implementation strategy for ending water advisories and 

ensuring access to clean drinking water for all First Nations. Further, the implementation 
strategies make passing references to the essentiality of including Indigenous voices in water 
management, but contain no discussion of what this would look like in practice. The 
implementation strategies also fail to account for the manufactured disproportionate exposures 
racialized people face, particularly within urban areas, to unclean air and water. 
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●​ We are concerned with the use of the term “invasive alien species” throughout Goal 3.3, 

especially given current anti-immigrant sentiments using similar terminology throughout North 
America. The term “invasive species” is often used in biological science and would be more 
appropriate given the current political climate. 
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alternative, just world, where the holistic well-being of humans, all living beings, and earth’s vast 
ecosystems are prioritized. 
 

Megan Devoe (she/her), Interim Research Manager at Shake Up The Establishment 
Megan is a 28 year old emerging climate justice scholar and activist with mixed European and Mi’kmaq 
ancestry. She currently lives on unceded Mi’kmaq territory in what is colonially known as Lower Sackville, 
Nova Scotia. Megan is currently a PhD candidate in the Labour Studies department at McMaster 
University. Her research focuses on the perceptions and experiences of just transition policies among 

Shake Up The Establishment ​ ​ ​ ​ Federal Sustainable Development Strategy - 26 



 
workers and communities in Cape Breton, Nova Scotia who depend on fossil fuel extraction for economic 
survival, but at a distance through patterns of long distance commuting. She also holds an MA in 
Globalization and a BA in Environmental Sustainability. In her role as Interim Research Manager at SUTE, 
Megan works with like-minded youth to advance climate justice across so-called Canada. This role helps 
her to make her academic research more accessible to the general public. Megan has co-authored a 
number of policy briefs submitted by Shake Up The Establishment including the Right to a Healthy 
Environment under CEPA, the National Environmental Justice Strategy Foundations, and the 2026-2029 
Sustainable Jobs Action Plan.  
 

Shake Up The Establishment ​ ​ ​ ​ Federal Sustainable Development Strategy - 27 


	Shake Up The Establishment’s Feedback on the Draft 2026-2029 Federal Sustainable Development Strategy 
	About Shake Up The Establishment and Our Feedback 
	Please select the category that best describes how you will be responding:  
	Before this consultation, had you previously heard of sustainable development? 
	Before this consultation, had you previously heard of the Federal Sustainable Development Strategy? 
	Do you have any comments on the draft FSDS goals?  
	Do you have any comments on the draft FSDS targets and implementation strategies?  
	Are there any sustainable development issues you think are missing or are gaps in the draft 2026-2029 FSDS? 
	In finalizing the FSDS, what individuals’ communities’, or organizations’ perspectives, knowledge, and skills should be amplified?  
	Please share any additional comments or suggestions you have about the draft FSDS.  
	How did you hear about this consultation (select all that apply) 
	Submission Authorship Team:  

